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LITHUANIA'S  TWO  1993  10  LITU  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


In  1993,  Lithuania  produced  two 
commemorative  coins,  the  first  since 
1938.  On  July  16,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
released  for  sale  the  10  Litu  coin  comm- 
emorating the  60th  anniversary  of  the 
flight  of  Darius  and  Girenas,  On  Sept- 
ember 2,  a coin  commemorative  the 
visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  Lithuania 
was  released.  Although  minted  with 
ordinary  cupro/nickel,  each  coin  bore  a 

^ 

1993  Oarius- 
Girenas  10 
Litu,  designed 
by  Petras 
Garska 


price  tag  of  100  Litas':  about  $30 
U.S.  dollars!! 

Only  10,000  each  of  these  coins 
were  minted,  there  at  the  Lithuanian 
Mint  in  Vilnius.  The  coins  measure 
28.8  mm.  in  diameter,  and  weigh  13.15 
grams.  The  Darius-Girenas  coin  has 
been  cataloged  as  KM-9A,  and  the 
Pope  coin  as  KM-95  by  Krause  Publica- 
tions, publishers  of  the  Standard  Catalog 
of  World  Coins. 


Stylized 

Vytis 

design 


Continued  on 
page  2... 


Pictured  above  is  the  Lithuanian  Coin  Mint,  located  at  •*  Eiguliu 
Street  in  Vilnius,  where  the  1993  comwenorative  10  Litu  coins  of 
Darius-Girenas,  and  the  Pope's  visit  were  struck.  Photo  courtesy  of 
Vytautas  Aleksie junas,  nuaisaatic  specialist  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 


THE  VILNIUS  MINT  MARK 


The  monogram-type  mint  mark  of  the 
Vilnius  mint  which  appears  on  the  1993 
commemorative  10  litu  coins  is  the  combina- 
tion of  three  letters:  LMK,  meaning,  "LIET- 
UVOS  MONETU  KALYKLA,  or  "Lithuanian 
Coin  Mint."  The  "L"  and  the  "M"  are  up- 
right in  their  position,  with  the  "K"  posit- 
ioned sideways  at  the  bottom. 

Illustrated  on  the  right  is  the  Mint  logo,  taken  from 
the  business  card  of  the  mint  director,  Viktoras  Miltakis. 
The  address  of  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  is:  A Eiguliu  Street, 
Vilnius,  Lithuania  2015.  Tel:  011  370  2 262390.  Fax:  011 
370  2 262A00, 

The  mint  mark  appears  at  the  rear  of  the  horse's 
legs  on  the  Darius-Girenas  coin,  and  to  the  right  of  the 
Pope's  praying  hands  on  that  coin  (is  the  Pope  blessing 
the  Mint?). 


2. 


COMMEMOR AT  I VE  COINS 


(Continued  from  page  1...) 

Both  coins  feature  the  stylized  Vytis 
emblem  of  artist  Arvydas  Kazdailis,  similar  to 
that  used  on  postage  stamps.  This  stylized  Vytis 
was  approved  by  the  seimas  a couple  of  years 
ago,  and  received  much  criticism.  The  Vytis  on 
these  coins,  however,  was  designed/sculptored 
by  Lithuanian  artist  Petras  Garska.  Garska 
designed  the  entire  Darius-Girenas  coin,  and  his 
Vytis  side  was  used  for  the  Pope's  coin. 

Once  again  the  argument  about  what  is 
the  obverse  and  what  is  the  reverse,  comes  to 
light.  Officialy  and  legally,  the  Vytis  side  is 
considered  the  obverse.  But  to  American  collec- 
tor's eyes,  it  is  the  side  bearing  the  images  of 
the  people  which  is  the  obverse.  This  same 
problem  of  interpretation  occurred  with  Lithuan- 
ia's pre-WWI  coins,  also. 

The  Vytis  side  cointains  the  stylized  Vytis 
emblem,  with  "10  LITU"  below.  The  word  "LIET- 
UVA" appears  on  the  bottom.  On  the  Darius- 
Girenas  coin,  the  mint-mark  of  the  Lithuanian 
Mint  appears  to  the  right  of  the  hind  feet  of 
the  horse.  The  Pope's  visit  coin  does  not  contain 
the  mintmark  on  this  side.  It  instead  has  fine 
dots  circling  the  edge  of  the  coin. 


Frank  Passic  (left),  editor,  presents  a copy  of  THE 
KNIGHT  to  Egidijus  Bickauskas  (right),  vice-chairaan  of 
the  Seiaas  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  Mr.  Bickauskas 
visited  Chicago  and  the  Balzekas  Museua  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  October,  1993- 


THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  16,  No.  3.  Issue 
#88.  The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion, 
Michigan  EDITOR.  Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columb- 
ia, Maryland,  DIRECTOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  16:  A 
donation  of  $15  or  more  for  5 issues.  Write: 
LNA,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia,  MD  210A5. 

Editor's  Address:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan  A922A. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-117903. 


The  portrait  side  of  the  Darius-Girenas 
coin  features  the  two  flyers  facing  right.  To 
the  left  of  the  cap  are  the  anniversary  dates 
"1933  1993."  At  the  bottom  is  the  inscription, 
"DARIUS  IR  GIRENAS"  meaning,  "Darius  and 
Girenas."  Yes,  the  dot  is  placed  above  the 
letter  "e"  in  GIRENAS,  unlike  the  mistake 
made  on  the  early  10-Litu  banknotes.  Under  the 
bust  of  the  flyers  on  the  left  above  the  letters 
lU  are  the  initials  of  the  designer,  "PG,"  for 
"Petras  Garska." 

In  keeping  with  the  tradition  of  edge  lett- 
ering high  denomination  coins  as  was  done  pre- 
WWII,  the  plain  edge  is  of  the  coin  is  lettered 
with  the  inscription:  " uiu  SLOVE  ATLANTO 
NUGALETOJAMS,"  meaning,  Glory  to  the  Conqu- 
erors of  the  Atlantic." 

The  Pope's  visit  coin  contains  a bust  of 
the  Pope  facing  right,  with  his  hands  in  a praying 
position.  To  the  right  of  the  hands  is  the  mint- 
mark  emblem.  The  legend  above  in  large  letters 
reads,  "JONAS  PAULIUS  II,"  with  smaller  letters 


LIETUVOS 


BANKAS 


ABOVE:  Bank  of  Lithuania  stationery  features 
stylized  Vytis  emblem  used  on  these  coins. 

stating  "LIUDYKIME  KRISTU,"  meaning,  "Let  Us 
Be  Witnesses  for  Christ."  The  date  appears 

in  Roman  numerals  behind  the  Pope's  neck: 

"MCMXCIII."  The  rim  of  the  design  is  lined 
with  fine  beads  on  both  sides. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed  with 

the  Biblical  phrase,  "TIKEJIMAS.  VILTIS.  MEILE.," 
meaning,  "Faith,  Hope,  Love." 

The  designer  of  the  image  side  of  the 

coin  is  artist  Leonas  Pivoriunas,  whose  initials 
appear  behind  the  Pope's  shoulder. 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

BLANK  UNSTRUCK  1936-38  10  LITU  SILVER  PLANCHET 


, With  the  Mint  of  Lithuania  having 

produced  two  10-Litu  coins  this  past  year 
with  the  lettered  edges,  I am  reminded  of 
a special  item  in  my  own  personal  collection 
which  is  quite  unusual.  It  is  a blank,  un- 
struck 1936-38  10  Litu  planchet! 

I purchased  this  many  years  ago 
from  one  of  our  LNA  members,  the  late 
Joe  Adomaitis,  who  had  adquired  it  from  a 
coin  dealer  in  Wisconsin.  This  is  a genuine 
.750  silver  planchet  used  in  the  striking  of 

Lithuania's  1936  Vytautas  the  Great,  and 
the  1938  Smetona/20th  Anniversary  commem- 
orative coins. 

The  1936-38  10  Litu  planchets  measure 
32  mm.  in  diamater,  and  contains  .2170 
troy  ounce  actual  silver  weight  (75%).  Twen- 
ty-five percent  of  the  metal  content  is 

copper. 

This  planchet  originates  from  the 

Brussels  Mint  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  where 
the  planchets  for  Lithuania's  1936  and  1938 
coins  were  manufactured.  The  actual  minting, 
however,  was  done  at  the  Lithuanian  mint 
in  Kaunas,  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
Jonas  K.  Karys  (1903-1984),  who  was  the 
director  of  the  mint. 

A clue  as  to  the  origin  of  this  blank 
planchet  may  be  found  in  Karys'  book, 
Independent  Lithuanian  Money  (1953),  in 

which  he  discusses  (page  202)  the  problems 
the  mint  had  with  the  10  Litu  coins.  Karys 
mentions  that  the  1936  10  Litu  coin  had  a 
15%  rejection  level.  Its  high  relief  proved 
troublesome  for  the  mint,  and  many  planchets 
had  to  be  melted.  The  1938  10  Litu  had  a 
10%  rejection  level.  It  is  estimated  that 
720,000  of  the  1936  10  Litu  coins  were 

struck  and  circulated,  while  the  1938  coin 
had  a mintage  of  170,000.  Both  of  these 
figures  are  AFTER  the  rejected  planchets. 

In  all  probability,  this  particular 
blank  unstruck  10  litu  planchet  may  be  one 
that  was  saved  for  examination  by  mint 
officials  in  Kaunas.  Or  it  could  be  a "sample 
planchet"  saved  by  officials  at  the  Brussels 
Mint.  The  other  explanation  is  that  it's  an 
unstruck  planchet  that  slipped  through 
somehow  at  the  mint  and  was  released  into 
circulation.  Whatever  the  case,  this  planchet 
made  its  way  to  America,  and  is  examined 
here. 

What  is  fascinating  about  this  piece 
is  the  edge  of  the  coin.  The  lettered  edge 
reads  the  normal  "VIENYBEJE  TAUTOS 
JEGA,"  meaning,  "In  Unity  Lies  the  Strength 
of  the  Nation."  However,  because  the  plan- 


chet is  unstruck,  the  lettered  edge  is  uncompressed, 
and  features  thick,  deep  lettering! 

If  you'll  take  a look  at  a regular  1936  or  1938  10 
Litu  coin,  you'll  notice  that  the  lettering  is  thin  and 
compressed.  So  this  unstruck  planchet  is  a revealing 
look  at  the  early  minting  process  for  Lithuanian  coinage 
of  the  1936-39  period  when  the  mint  in  Kaunas  was  in 
operation. 

If  you  have  an  unusual  or  special  item  in  your 
own  collection,  we  encourage  you  to  write  an  article 
about  it  so  we  can  share  the  information  about  that 
item  with  your  fellow  LNA  members  here  in  The 
Knight.  


HALF  OF  CENTRAL 
BANK’S  BOARD 
DICHARGED 

President  Algirdas  Brazaus- 
kas  dismissed  all  five  deputies  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  new  Central 
Bank  chairman,  Kazimieras  Rat- 
kevicius.  The  board  members 
were  also  heads  of  several  princi- 
pal departments  of  the  Central 
Bank. 

Gintautas  Preidys,  the  bank’s 
former  vice  chairman,  supposes 
the  role  and  influence  of  the  Cen- 
tral Bank  to  diminish.  He  is  un- 
der the  impression  that  Mr. 
Ratkevicius  “will  consult  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  President 
more  often.” 


LEFT:  Article  from  tht 
English-Language  newspaper, 
LITHUANIAN  WEEKLY,  Dec.  3-' 
1993,  p.  1.  LW  also  reportet 
in  its  Dec  10-16  issue  tha1 
the  Lithuanian  Litas  Comraitte* 
had  failed  to  reach  a fina] 
decision  about  the  pegging  o1 
the  Litas  to  a foreign  currenc> 
As  of  December  9,  th( 
U.S.  dollar  could  purchasi 
3.84  to  3.90  Litas';  while  th( 
selling  rate  was  3-94  to  3.91 
at  the  various  commercia' 
banks  in  Vilnius. 

A 52-week  subscription  ti 
the  LITHUANIAN  WEEKLY  is  $40.01 
in  U.S.  Funds.  Write:  P.O.  Bo 
533,  Vilnius,  LITHUANIA  2024. 


NEWS  FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES 


The  lain  headquarters  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  at  6 
Gedi«inas  Street  in  Vilnius.  Photo  courtesy  Vytautas 
Aleksiejunas. 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATICS  FEATURED  ON  RADIO 


The  December  28,  1993  broadcast  of  the  national 
radio  program  "Money  Talks"  featured  Lithuania  in 
the  subject  entitled  "Amber:  Mineral  and  Money." 
The  program  is  heard  nationwide  on  National  Public 
Radio,  and  is  produced  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  The  script  (No.  322),  was  written  by 
Frank  Passic,  editor  of  The  Knight,  and  numismatic 
curator  at  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture 
in  Chicago. 

The  topic  dealt  with  the  fact  that  amber  is 
Lithuania's  national  gem,  and  was  used  as  a medium 
of  exchange  in  ancient  days.  This  is  the  first  broad- 
cast in  the  popular  radio  series  that  dealt  with 
Lithuania. 

For  a free  transcript,  or  to  enter  a free  draw- 
ing for  an  ancient  Greek  coin  and  an  historical  U.S. 
coin,  call  1-800-367-9723.  Request  program  number 
322. 

COLOR  COPIERS  REGISTERED 

The  December  20,  1993  issue  of  Coin  World 
reported  that  on  account  of  the  counterfeiting  of 
Lithuanian  Litas  notes,  Lithuania  has  been  forced  to 
f-nfor^e  registration  of  color  copiers  on  which  the 
notes  w^re  being  illegally  produced. 


The  following  is  from  American  Baltic  News,  Dec.  1993: 

Bank  of  Lithuania 
gets  new  chairman 

On  Nov.  17,  Lithuania’s  Seimas  (Parliament) 
held  a special  session  to  elect  Bank  of  Lithuania’s 
new  chairman.  The  session  was  broadcast  live 
over  Lithuanian  radio.  With  a vote  of  75  in  favor, 
33  against,  and  four  abstaining,  the  deputies 
approved  the  36-year  old  Kazys  Ratkevicius  as  the 
new  chairman.  Opposition  to  his  candidacy  was 
primarily  due  to  his  having  served  as  a deputy  to 
former  bank  chairman  Vilius  Baldisis  during 
whose  term  there  were  problems  with  the  printing 
of  Lithuania’s  currency  litas. 

Ratkevicius  replaces  Romualdas  Visokevicius 
who  was  dismissed  by  Seimas  in  a secret  ballot  on 
Oct.  21. 

The  new  chairman  has  indicated  that,  unlike 
his  predecessor,  he  will  not  become  a public  figure 
or  seek  exposure  in  the  press.  Also,  the  new 
chairman  indicated  he  believes  that  the  value  of 
litas  should  be  tied  to  an  individual  western 
currency  or  a basket  of  currencies. 


FIRST  PRINTED  LITAS  guish  from  real  money.  One  ol 
COUNTERFEITS  Ihe  defects  is  the  absence  of  l 

rustle  when  the  bills  are  rubbed 
The  first  skilfully  printed  t>etween  fingers.  The  fraudulent 
counterfeit  litas  notes  have  ap-  notes  have  printed  imitation  wa 
peared  in  Lithuania.  Forged  20  lermarks  and  glow  differently  ir 
and  50  litas  bills  were  detected  ^ ultra-violet  light, 
with  special  equipment  last  week 
by  employees  of  several  Vilnius 
banks.  Around  10  fraudulent  bills 
have  been  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation in  different  parts  of  (From  LITHUANIAN 

Lithuania  since  then.  All  coun-  WEEKLY  Nov  lQ-25 

terfeit  notes  have  different  serial  ^ n 

numbers  and  are  hard  to  distin-  P9* 


NUMISMATIC  BOOK  PUBLISHED 


PLASTA  MONEY 
UPDATE 

A previously  unknown  denomination  of  3 Rubles 
has  surfaced  as  part  of  the  1990  Vilnius  PLASTA 
factory  scrip  notes.  These  notes  were  issued  in 


1990  to  purchase  short-supply  commodity  goods  at 
the  company  store.  Workers  received  20%  of  their 
salary  with  these  notes,  which  were  soon  spent  and 
subsequently  destroyed.  It  appears  that  very  few 
PLASTA  scrip  notes  have  survived. 

The  newly  reported  3 ruble  denomination  is 
the  same  size  as  the  others,  104  x 60  mm.  It  is 
light  green  in  color.  As  with  the  other  notes,  it  is 
stamped  with  an  official  company  seal. 

The  seal  stamps  come  in  two  varieties:  Russian 
Cyrillic,  and  in  Lithuanian/Russian.  The  Lithuanian 
text  states:  "Chemijos  ir  naftos  chemijos  pramones 
darbininku  profsajungos  Lietuvos  Respublikos  Komite- 
tas,"  meaning,  "Committee  of  chemical  and  petrole- 
um chemical  industry  professional  workers  unions 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania."  And,  "Vilniaus  gamy- 
bos  PLASTA,"  meaning  "Vilnius  Company  PLASTA." 


STASYS  SAJAUSKAS 


DOMININKAS  KADBRYS 


Authors  of  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
book . 
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A wonderful  new  reference  book  master- 
piece, LIETUVOS  DIDZIOSIOS  KUNIGAIKSTY- 
STES  NUMIZMATIKA  (Numismatics  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania)  by  scholars  Stasys 
Sajauskas  and  Domininkas  Kaubrys  has  been 
published  by  the  firm  Zaltvyksle  in  Vilnius 
(1993). 

This  8|  X 11  soft-cover  book  contains 
456  pages,  357  illustrations,  and  490  bibilo- 
graphic  references,  including  one  from  The 
Knight.  This  book  is  the  first  major  work  on 
medieval  Lithuanian  numismatics  to  come 
out  since  1959,  when  Jonas  K.  Karys  published 
his  "Senoves  Lietuviu  Pinigai."  The  authors 
have  the  advantage  of  recent  archaeological 
discoveries,  plus  a vast  amount  of  numismatic 
literature  which  they  used  in  this  work. 

The  book  is  arranged  by  ruler,  and 
lists  each  die  variety  known  for  each  coin, 
even  the  placement  of  various  symbols  and 
emblems.  In  the  back  of  the  book  is  a handy 
chart  showing  the  various  monograms  of  the 
rulers  found  on  the  coins,  and  heraldic  symbols 
also  found  on  coins.  There  are  also  numerous 
charts  in  the  back  showing  silver/gold  contents, 
and  short  summaries  in  English  and  Russian. 

This  book  will  become  a standard  refer- 
ence source  for  years  to  come.  For  more 
information  write:  Leido  Zaltvyksles  leidykla, 
Laisves  pr.  43-89,  Vilnius,  LIETUVA  2044. 


CITHUANIAN 

NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


BY 

Jonas  K.  Karys 

English  Translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue 


KAILINIAI  PINIGAI/Pelt  Money.  One  of  'a  large  number  of  material  money  during  the  premonetary  ages,  produced  from 
equirrel,  weasel,  mink  and  other  selected  animal  hides.  Such  "monies”  were  used  in  their  time  by  Scandinavians,  Finns, 
eastern  Slavs,  and  Lithuanians. 


KAIRE  IR  DESINE/Right  and  Left.  In  an  examined  coin,  the  right  and  left  thereof  coincides  with  the  examiner's 
right  and  left.  (The  opposite  in  heraldry). 

KALDINTA  MONETA/Struck  Coin.  With  modern  means,  a coin  produced  by  pressing  or  striking  by  a machine  (including 
the  rotary  press),  which  falls  out  of  the  striking  machine  even  with  a finished  off  edge.  Striking  of  coins  in  western 
Europe  began  with  the  invention  of  presses  in  the  l6th  century,  but  finally  became  universal  in  the  following  century 
(e.g.  in  England,  the  last  hammered  coins  were  dated  1662). 

KALYKLOS  ZENKLAS/Mint  Marks.  This  is  a small  symbol,  the  name  of  a city,  its  coat  of  arms,  etc.,  a letter  or  a 
group  of  them,  in  one  way  or  another  symbolizing  the  Mint  in  which  the  coin  was  produced. 

KALVIU  TOKENAI/Canadian  Tokens.  Bronze  and  copper  tokens  circulating  in  Canada  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th 
century,  prepared  by  local  organizations  for  their  own  use. 

KAPA/Chops.  1.  "Kapos”  or  chops  were  the  "long  ones”  of  ancient  Lithuania,  foundered  of  nearly  pure  silver.  They 
were  foundered  in  various  forms  (round,  three-cornered,  flat,  etc),  in  10-20  cm.  length  ingots.  This  "money”  originated 
in  dim  antiquity,  but  in  the  9th  century  of  our  era  it  was  already  well-known  in  Lithuania,  and  passed  out  of  history 
(pushed  out  by  coins)  in  the  15th  century.  Chops  could  be  manufactured  by  anyone  who  wished  and  who  had  the  silver.  For 


Liet.  “kapos”:  1,  mazoji  ir  ilgoji  (kiek  suiiiazLnta);  2-3,  jvairiai  zymetu  ka- 
pij  atpjovos;  4,  kapos  turtingo  zmogaus  saujoje  (is  XIII-XIV  a.  miniatiu- 
ros)... 


long,  they  were  not  marked,  but  eventually  they  bore  various  symbols.  In  the  time  of  Gediminas,  the  chops  already  show 
traces  of  Interposition  by  government  authority — the  mast  portals  insignia. There  are  known  chops  of  two  different 
weights:  the  "small  one"  weighing  about  lOOg,  and  the  "long  one"  about  200  g.  The  latter  was  also  known  as  the  "pole." 
THis  matured  and  became  the  basic  unit  of  the  "money,"  and  at  the  same  time  the  measure  of  quantity  of  silver.  THe 


authenticity  of  silver  in  the  chops  was  tested  by  baring  the  surface — by  biting,  scratching,  and  cutting.  When  smaller 
pieces  were  needed,  the  ingot  was  chopped  into  the  necessary  sizes.  From  the  word  for  "chop,"  the  very  name  of  these 
"monies"  arose.  There  is  no  indication  in  ancient  Lithuania  that  there  ever  existed  gold  chops.  Foundered  gold  pieces, 
located  in  one  or  two  hoards  are  not  "chops."  2.  A quantitative  measure  of  60  units.  In  the  lAth  century,  when  the 
Czech  grosh  (the  Prague  grosh)  spread  in  Lithuania,  it  was  noticed  that  60  of  these  groshes  in  their  intrinsic  value 
just  about  equalled  one  "long  one."  Such  a relationship  was  accepted  and  remained.  Therefore,  60  foreign  (and  later, 
Lithuanian)  grashis'  again  equalled  one  chop  to  Lithuanians.  The  reckoning  method  by  chops  became  firmly  established. 
All  major  sums  of  grashis'  in  Lithuania  were  reckoned  in  chops  (60)  even  down  to  the  19th  century.  The  method  of  reckon- 
ing was  set  aside  by  command  of  the  Russian  Czar  on  February  15,  1825,  which  also  nullified  at  the  same  time  the  name 
of  the  old  grasis.  After  that,  in  our  country,  the  chop  was  used  and  continues  to  be  used  in  reckoning  sheafs  of  rye  at 
harvest,  heads  of  cabbage,  eggs  and  cucumbers  at  home  and  at  market. 

KAPEIKA/Kopeck.  In  modern  times,  a copper  or  bronze  Czarist  Russian  and  the  USSR  coin  in  the  value  of  0.01  rubles. 
The  word's  etymology  reaches  back  to  the  l6th  century,  when  Moscow  after  the  monetary  reform  of  1535,  emitted  the 
silver  "denga"  (about  0.68  g.  weight)  with  the  picture  of  a horseman,  holding  in  his  hand  a spear.  From  the  word  for 
spear  (in  Russian,  kopjo),  that  horseman  was  called  "kopejnik,"  and  the  coin  itself  eventually  became  a "kopejka."  Along 


Kapeikos:  1,  viena  pirmuiu  rus.  sid.  kapeiku  (XVI  a.  pradz.):  2.  rus.  kapeika, 
atmusdinta  Vladislavo  Vazos  (Zyg.  sunaus)  vardu;  3,  XVII-XVIII  a.  savar- 
tos  rus.  kapeikos,  musdintos  is  gabaliuku  sukapotos  sid.  vielos;  4,  plokitine 
vario  kapeika  (16,5  g svor.),  musd.  1726  tarp  kitu  plokstiniq  monetu  (zr. 

Plokstines  monetos);  5.  caru  Rusijos  varine  1914  kap.;  6,  SSSR  bronz.  ka- 
peika. 

with  the  silver  kopeckin  the  17th  century,  Moscow  also  struck  some  golden  kopecks,  but  these,  as  with  all  other  rare 
gold  pieces,  did  not  get  into  circulation,  but  were  used  only  as  gifts,  as  well  as  a "scattering"  to  Czars  on  their 
wedding  days,  as  they  left  the  Uspenski  Temple.  The  copper  kopeck  was  originally  struck  in  Russia  dated  1704.  Many  of 
them  circulated  in  Lithuania  also,  prior  to  the  1st  World  War.  During  the  era  of  German  occupation,  in  1916,  the  Darle- 
hnskasse  Ost  struck  an  iron  kopeck  in  Lithuania.  In  1610-12  in  Moscow  and  1611  in  Novograd,  the  kopeck  was  struck  with 
the  name  inscribed  of  Sigismund  Vasa's  son  Vladislav,  (a  short-lived  pretender  to  the  Moscow  Czars  after  Shuiski). 

KAPOTOS  "M0NET0S"/Hacked  Chop.  Separated  into  even  parts  known  sections  of  coins  and  other  pieces.  Fabricating 
necessary  small  change,  Arabs,  Byzantines  and  other  would  chop  up  their  coins.  The  goldsmiths  of  Aden  in  their  time, 
have  used  cut  pieces  of  ENglish  precious  metal  coins  as  most  fitting  weights  for  their  professional  work.  Hacked  coins 
were  also  used  in  South  American  states  and  in  the  USA.  The  Spanish  silver  pesos  were  especiallyused  to  reduce  the 
"pieces  of  eight"  to  desired  size.  North  Americans  would  cut  theminto  smaller  pieces,  even  to  half  a quarter  {M\)  or  a 
"bit." 


KARATAS/Carat.  1.  A unit  of  weight  to  weigh  precious  stones,  in  the  metric  system — 200mg.,  in  the  English  system, 
3.086  grains.  2.  A technical  term  to  describe  the  purity  of  gold,  pure  gold  has  2A  carats.  U carat  gold  used  in  orna- 
ments means  that  in  such  a gold  mixture,  there  are  lA  parts  of  pure  metal  and  ten  parts  of  other  mixture  (See  Ligature). 

KARAZIJA,  Povilas.  (1887-1955).  A teacher,  bibliophile,  a public  figure  in  Vilnius  and  Kaunas. Head  of  the  histor- 
ical section  in  the  Vytautas  the  Great  Museum  (1938-Al).  A numismatist,  examined  hoards  of  ancient  Lithuanian  money  and 
published  two  lengthy  studies,  "1930  Vilnius  Hoard,"  and  "Alunos  Skerliai  and  Kruminiai  coin  Hoards." 

KARBOVANCAS/Karbovanc.  A White  Russian  and  Ukrainian  language  word  for  a ruble  coin,  originating  in  the  18th  cent- 
ury, in  which  the  usual  even  reeding  or  lettering  on  the  edge  of  the  coin  was  discontinued  and  instead,  oblique  and  rath- 
er scraggly  dentations  substituted. 


KARIBUTIS.  Son  of  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  Algirdas,  baptized  in  the  Eastern  Orthodox  religion  as  Dmitri;  Duke  of 


Sieversko  Novgorod,  and  ruling  parts  of  the  Lithuanian  Grand 
was  set  aside  by  Vytautas  in  1393).  While  he  was  reigning, 
Kaributas  struck  a silver  coin  intended  for  local  inhabit- 
ants, weighing  about  1.5  gr.,  which  on  its  obverse  contain- 
ed his  name  "Koribuvd"  in  Slavic  letters  around  a sword 
placed  in  the  middle.  The  inscription  on  the  reverse  is 
illegib 


Duchy  in  the  8th  and  9th  decades  of  the  lAth  century  (he 


Continued  next  issue 
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NEW  1993-DATED  5 LITAI  and  50  LITU  NOTES  IN  CIRCULATION 


Hew  5 Litai  note,  featuring  Jonas  Jablonskis,  and  the  "Lithuanian  School." 


In  early  December,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  two  new 
high  quality  banknotes  into  circulation,  as  part  of  its  plan  to 
replace  the  original  1991-dated  Litai  notes  which  lacked  several 
security  features  and  were  easily  counterfeited.  For  the  first 
time,  a 5 Litai  denomination  note  was  issued,  designed  to  replace 
the  5 Litai  coin  which  had  been  easily  confused  by  the  populace 
with  the  5 Centai  coin,  A new  1993-dated  50  Litu  was  also  issued, 
featuring  a revised  version  of  the  1991  note  design  featuring 
Jonas  Basanavicius  and  the  Cathedral  of  Vilnius. 

The  notes  measure  135  x 65  mm., the  same  as  the  1991-dated 
notes.  However,  it  is  easily  apparent  that  these  new  ones  are 
much  more  professionally  designed  and  printed,  and  contain  numer- 
ous anti-counterfeiting  features.  This  includes  a vertical  plastic 
strip  placed  in  the  paper,  just  to  the  right  of  the  left  serial 
number.  On  this  plastic  strip  is  printed  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS" 
numerous  times,  alternating  the  phrase  right  and  left. 

These  notes  also  feature  the  new  stylized  Vytis  design, 
both  as  part  of  the  design  itself,  and  in  the  watermark  area.  It 
is  very  apparent  that  these  new  notes  are  more  elaborate  and 
pleasing  to  the  eye  compared  with  the  plain  1991  notes. 

The  face  of  the  new  1993  bill  features  the  bust  of  Jonas  Jab- 
lonskis (1860-1930),  Lithuania's  most  prominent  linguist,  who 
standardized  the  Lithuanian  language,  and  was  editor  of  numerous 
Lithuanian  nationalistic  publications,  including  Ausra  (The  Dawn). 
The  Rncyclof)edia  Lituanica  states  (Vol.  II,  pg.  490):  "Jablonskis' 


greatest  achievement  was  his 
contribution  to  the  formation 
of  the  standard  Lithuanian  ’ 
language.  This  language  was 
already  on  its  way  in  the  19th 
century,  but  Jablonskis,  inthe 
introduction  to  his  Lietuviskos 
kalbos  gramtika,  was  the  first 
to  formulate  and  expound  the 
essential  principles  that  were 
so  indispensible  to  its  later 
development.  His  proposal  for 
Standard  Lithuanian  was  based 
on  the  western  High-Lithuanian 
dialect,  whereas  other  linguists... 
had  used  the  dialectd  of  Prussi- 
an Lithuanians, 

Having  thus  chosen  one 
dialect,  Jablonskis  held  close 
to  the  living  speech  of  the 
people,  with  its  vocabulary  and 
forms  untainted  by  foreign 
influences.  In  contrast,  the 
literary  language  of  the  period 
suffered  from  heavy  admixtures 
of  foreign,  especially  Slavic, 
elements.  Thus  Jablonskis' 
efforts  changed  the  direction 
of  the  evolution  of  written 
Lithuanian  toward  a form  that 
was  purely  and  authentically 
Lithuanian." 

The  reverse  side  of  the 
new  5 Litai  note  features  a 
famous  Lithuanian  sculpture  by 
artist  Petras  Rimsa  (1881-1960) 
entitled  "The  Lithuanian  School." 
This  sculpture  received  much 
critical  acclaim  when  it  was 
exhibited  at  the  first  Lithuanian 
Art  Exhibit  in  1907.  This  master- 
piece depicts  the  Lithuanian 
school  between  the  years  1864 
and  1904  when  the  Russian 
government  had  placed  the 
strictist  ban  on  all  Lithuanian 
literature.  The  sculpture  shows 
a mother  secretly  teaching  her 
child  the  Lithuanian  language. 
Thus  the  placement  of  this 
sculpture  on  the  reverse  of 
the  1993  5 Litai  note  is  a 

fitting  tie-in  to  Jablonskis' 

linguistic  work,  and  also  serves 
as  a reminder  of  the  dark 
days  of  the  19th  century  Russian 
occupation. 

The  obverse  of  the  5 
litai  is  aqua-blue,  with  the 
top  & bottom  text  background 
(Continued  next  page...) 
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,a  maroon/reddish  color.  The 
serial  number  appears  twice 
on  the  obverse.  It  appears 
, horizontally  to  the  lower 
right  of  the  upper  left  numeral 
"5."  Above  that  is  the  date 
"1993"  in  small  numerals. 
The  serial  number  also  appears 
vertically  in  larger  numerals 
on  the  far  right  side.  These 
notes  began  with  the  series 
"G,"  followed  by  two  more 
letters.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  three  letters  have  been 
used  on  Lithuanian  notes 
preceding  the  numerals. 

Specimen  notes  are 
known  with  the  serial  number 
GAAOOOOOOO,  with  PAVYZDYS 
overprinted  on  the  face,  and 
SPECIMEN  overprinted  on  the 
reverse. 

The  back  side  bears  a 
violet-reddish  color,  with  the 
upper  and  lower  text  areas 
being  grey  in  color. 

There  are  numerous 
anti-counterfeiting  features 
in  the  notes,  including  special 
ultra-violet  ink  differences, 
etc.,  which  we  will  list  in 
the  next  issue  of  The  Knight. 

The  50  Litu  note  was 
also  issused  into  circulation 
on  the  same  day,  Monday, 
December  6.  The  design 
itself  is  very  similar  to  the 
1991  version  note.  However, 
this  1993  version  is  multi 
colored.  The  face  side  has  a 
variety  of  shades  which  alter- 
nated from  light  yellow,  to 
blue,  to  brown,  to  orange,  to 
red.  The  back  side  alternates 
from  light  yellow,  to  light 
orange/violet,  to  light  yellow. 

The  serial  letters 
begin  with  the  letter  "Q." 
Specimens  are  known  with 
the  number  "QAAOOOOOOO," 
and  overprinted  "SPECIMEN" 
on  both  sides. 

Both  the  notes  contain 
the  signatures  of  the  now- 
dismissed  chairman  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  Romualdas 
Visokevicius;  and  of  the 
Finance  Minister,  Eduardas 
Vilkelis.  On  the  latter,  the 
signature  appears  as  "S." 
Vilkelis."  On  this  editor's  50 
Litu  note  illustrated  here, 
the  letter  "F"  in  "FINANSU 


MINISTRAS"  is  deformed,  showing  only  the  upper  third  of  the  letter. 
This  probably  is  just  a quirk,  but  our  readers  might  like  to  be  aware 
of  it. 


In  summary,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  taken  positive  steps 
and  actions  to  correct  the  mistakes  of  former  administrators  regard- 
ing the  quality  and  designs  of  the  Litas  currency.  We  expect  more 
changes  and  additions  in  this  coming  year. 


ANSWERS  TO  HERALDRY  EMBLEMS  ON  PAGE  10 


1 - letigalis  su  bizantisku  kryzium  (Alglrdo,  K^stuiio,  Jogailos?  monetose) 

2 - Vytis  (Jogailos  monetose) 

3 - Vytis  (Vytauto,  Svitrigailos,  Kazimiero  monetose) 

4 - Vytis  (Aleksandro,  Zygimanto  Senojo,  Zygimanto  Augusto,  Stepono  Batoro,  Zygimanto  Vazos, 

Jono  Kazimiero,  Frydricho  Augusto  I,  Jono  Sobieskio  monetose,  Lietuvos  Didziosios 
KunigaikStystes  herbas) 

5 - Dvigubas  (Vy£io)  kryiius  (Jogailos,  Vytauto  monetose,  LDK  herbo  - Vyiio  skyde) 

6 - Gedimino  stulpai  (K^studio,  Vytauto,  Svitrigailos,  Kazimiero,  Zygimanto  Senojo,  Zygimanto 


7- 

Augusto  monetose) 

Erelis  (Lenkijos  herbas) 

8- 

Zaltys  (Sforcg  gimines  herbas) 

9- 

Kirvis  (lenk.  Topor) 

10  - 

Kaniava  (lenk.  Jastrz^biec) 

11  - 

Angelas  (Kijevo  herbas) 

12- 

Kryiius  (Volynes  herbas) 

25 

13- 

Lokys  (Zemaitijos,  Smolensko  herbas) 

26 

14- 

Slibino  iltis  (Batorg  gimines  herbas) 

27 

15- 

Leliva  (lenk.  Leliwa) 

28 

16- 

Lape  (lenk.  Lis) 

29 

17- 

Pedas  (Vazg  gimines  herbas) 

30 

18  - 

Valavi£ig  herbas  (lenk.  Bogoria) 

31 

19- 

DvI  iuvys  (lenk.  Wadwicz) 

32 

20- 

Chaleckig  herbas  (lenk.  Chalecki) 

33 

21  - 

Medinis  samtis  ( lenk.  Korczak) 

34 

22  - 

Prusas  ( lenk.  Prus) 

35 

23- 

LIutas  su  kabliu 

36 

24  - 

Jauiio  galva  su  dviem  kabllals 

Gulbe  (lenk.-Lab^dz) 

Kablys 

Trys  karunos  (Svedijos  herbas) 

LiCitas  (Gotlando  herbas) 

Dvilype  lelija(lenk.  Gozdawa) 

Juodvarnis  (lenk.  Slepowron) 

Stumbro  galva  (lenk.  Wieniawa) 

Kryiping  herbas  (lenk.  Kryszpin) 

Elnio  galva  (maiasis  Kryiping  herbas) 

Varnas  (lenk.  Korwin) 

Svarstykies  (lenk.  Waga) 

Saksonijos  herbas  (Frydricho  Augusto  I monetose) 
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WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


WANTED:  Lithuanian  military  items 
such  as  medals,  orders,  decorations,  documents, 
uniform  insignias,  photographs,  etc.  Arunas 
Jablonskis,  17  W.  335  16th  St.,  Oakbrook 

Terrace,  IL  60181. 


FOR  SALE:  60  mm.  1991  bronze  Valdas 
Adamkus  medal.  Victor  Zilaitis,  2018  Heath- 
field  Circle,  Sun  City  Center,  FL  33573. 


FOR  SALE:  70  mm.  1978-79  Polish 
rulers  medal  series  (white  metal):  No.  0 
Misico;  No.  3A  (bronze)  Mesico  III;  No.  5 
Kazimier;  No.  8,  Alberto.  $16.00  each. 

Set  of  1990  Vilnius  PLASTA  Factory 
scrip  notes:  1,  5,  10,  20,  50  rubles.  Also 

individual  notes. 

The  following  pre-WWII  Litas  notes: 
Pick  -1,  2,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  2A,  25,  26,  27  in 
various  conditions.  Most  VF-XF-UNC. 

Set  of  1991  Siauliai  Olympic  notes; 
sets  and  individual  1991  Lithuanian  coins  and 
banknotes,  Talonas  note  sets,  1993  500  Talonas 
note,  etc.  Write  me  what  you  need. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Michigan  A922A, 


IN  MEMORY  OF  JOHN  BUSANOVICH’ 


Illustrated  at  right  are  36  different 
heraldry  emblems  and  insignias  which  ap- 
pear on  medieval  Lithuanian  coins.  How 
many  can  you  identify?  (Answers  on  page 
9)  This  is  taken  from  the  new  book  by 
Stasys  Sajauskas  and  Domininkas  Kaubrys . 


Karl  Stephens,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

President 


Post  Office  Box  458 
Temple  City,  Ca.  91780 


ANA  57209 
818-445-8154 


This  space  is  in  memory  of  LNA  ) 
member  (#2A1)  John  C.  Busanovich, 
who  died  August  30,  1993.  Mr.  Bus- 
anovich was  a dedicated  Philadelphia 
police  sergeant,  and  was  born  in 
Kingston,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  78. 

His  sister,  LNA  member  Julia  A. 
Busanovich,  has  donated  $50  to  the 
LNA  treasury  in  memory  of  her 
brother.  The  Busanovich's  are  distant 
relatives  of  Lithuania's  patriarch,  Dr. 
Jonas  Basanavicius,  who  appears  on 
;.=^=^^the  1936  5 Litai  and  the  old  & new 
*^50  Litu  banknotes.  Basanavicius  visited 
the  U.S.  and  his  relatives  in  Penns- 
ylvania in  1913. 

Our  sympathies  go  out  to  the 
family,  and  it  was  an  honor  to  have 
Mr.  Busanovich  as  one  of  our  LNA 
members. 
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